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HE SPIRITUAL ISSUES OF THE WAR 


Phis Pbiltcitie’s is S ublished for readers at home and abroad by the Religions Division of the Ministry 
of Information, London, to elucidate the spiritual issues at stake in the war, and to provide informa- 
tion concerning the British Churches in wartime, as well as their coniribution to post-war reconstruction. 
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THE BRITISH CHURCHES LOOK AHEAD 


We conclude Mr. Cecil Northcott’s article 
on the above subject, with grateful acknowl- 
edgments to him and to Christendom for 
permission to print it. 

This heavy destruction of Church property 
in Britain provides the Church as a whole 
with a remarkable opportunity to re-equip 
itself in methods and machinery for its great 
tasks in the post-war Britain.’ Many old and 

| redundant buildings, which have been a bur- 
den, have been destroyed and their value will 
result in more modern and more useful build- 
ings. While the strong historic sense in 
Britain will never allow buildings of beauty 
and worth to be dismantled yet that fact 
should not be allowed to weigh unduly 
against replanning of Church property on a 
‘major scale. Neither should replanning al- 
ways be thought of in terms of property. 
The British Churches have a chance now of 
fulfilling a “living ministry” to the people, 
which may mean more resources invested in 
a living and mobile ministry rather than in 
fresh bricks and mortar. One guiding factor 
governs every piece of replanning—the 
Church must be where people live their fam- 
ily life and where there is a community 
sense. 

It is not likely that the replanning of the 

‘churches in Britain will lead to many 
“united” or community churches. Some of 
the Free Churches may join together in 

“union” churches in some localities, as the 
Baptist and the Congregationalists have al- 

ready done in some instances. What is more 
likely is that there may be experiments on 
the lines of the Coventry Cathedral venture, 
where a Chapel of Unity with a Christian 

Centre for all the Christian forces is to be 

erected in connection with the rebuilding of 
the Anglican Cathedral. Large sums of 

‘money will be required for the furnishing 
and equipment of the rebuilt churches. Those 


report has just been issued (“Training for 


amounts are not provided for in the Govern- 
ment scheme. Some Churches, notably the 
Congregationalists and the Presbyterians, 
have already collected considerable sums for 
reconstruction. 


V 


While organic union of the Churches in 
Britain may be far off, the war has helped 
them to see more clearly where the dividing 
lines lie. They lie not so much in the world 
of Faith, Life and Work, but in the world of 
Order, and, in that setting, the meaning of . 
the Christian ministry is a paramount one. 
A great deal of thinking about the authority 
and validity of the Christian ministry is . 
going on in all sections of the Church, and ‘ 
much exchange of history and experience is 
being offered between the Churches. These 
discussions raise the fundamental questions 
of doctrine, the sacraments and the regular- 
ity of the various Christian ministries, and — 
are doing a great deal to cleanse our thinking 
and free it from prejudice and inaccurate 
suppositions. The proposed South India © 
scheme of union has also contributed greatly — 
to this debate, and has compelled British — 
churchmen of all schools to state their posi- 
tion unequivocally. ae 


VI 


In all the Churches considerable thought is — 
proceeding about the place, recruitment and — 
training of the ministry. The Archbishops — 
of Canterbury and York have had a commis- 
sion meeting for the last three years. Their 


the Ministry,” Final Report of the Archbish- 
ops’ Commission. London: Press and Pub- 
lications Board Church Assembly, 2, Great 
Peter Street, London, 8.W.I. Price 28. 6d.). 
Among the more important recommendations 
is one which supports the idea of ‘“interde- 
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nominational theological faculties” 


sible, the idea of a Christian centre is sup- 


ported “at which students of whatever de- — 


nomination could meet for. worship and 
discussion.” Already in the older universi- 
ties of Oxford and Cambridge the theological 
faculties, both in the universities and in the 
seminaries associated with the universities, 
work very closely together, and in Cam- 
bridge one of the great divinity professor- 
ships, hitherto the exclusive preserve of the 
Anglican Church, is held by Dr. C. H. Dodd, a 
Congregationalist. Cambridge too has led the 
way in asking free Churchmen to preach the 
University Sermon in the University Church 
of St. Mary’s—another instance of the less 
’ exclusive spirit in the Anglican Church. 

Whether all this may lead to the establish- 
ment of interdenominational seminaries on 
the Anglican plan is hardly predictable. 

In some ways the British Student Chris- 
tian Movement has provided that intercourse 
of fellowship and experience for ministers of 
all denominations in their student days, 
which many Americans find valuable in their 
seminaries. But many in Britain are begin- 
ning to feel that the establishment of inter- 
denominational seminaries would do a great 
deal for the intercourse of the Churches, and 
would provide some of the modern univer- 
sities with religious life and centres which 
they so badly need. 

The Archbishops’ 
point says: 

The modern university is mainly a secular 
institution: its studies are highly specialized 
and predominantly scientific. It will be dif- 
ficult to plan satisfactorily for,the place of 
religious studies in university life until this 
tendency is balanced by the provision of a 
more adequate general background for 
specialist courses. If and when this is done, 
we believe that the general interests of edu- 
cation will be greatly advanced, and we may 
hope that the establishment of additional 
theological colleges in university centres will 
tend to strengthen the position of theology 
in the universities, and to stimulate the plan- 
ning of this more integrated training. 

Two other recommendations of this Com- 
mission are of wider interest than to the 
Anglican Church alone. One supports the 
suggested establishment for the Anglican 
Church of a “Central College” for “selected 
leaders among the clergy or laity of regional 
Churches of the Anglican communion over- 
seas.” This would be a kind of “staff col- 
lege” for the Anglican Church where the 
whole of its life and work could be surveyed 
in relation to the world-wide Church. 

The other recommendation proposes: 


Commission on this 


in the “an institution for pos 


modern universities. If this is not found pos- | 


-ordination training 
and research to further the work of the 


_ British Council of Churches and of the 


cecumenical movement. . . . We need to con-. 
sider with other Christian bodies how best 
we can co-operate at home and abroad. ... 
This requires that clergy and ministers 
should engage in it together as members of a 
society, with full opportunity for study and 
discussion. We contemplate a college num- 
bering twenty-five members.” 

The report of the Archbishops’ Commis- 
sion is evidence of the nice balance of tradi- 
tion and experiment which characterizes the 
Anglican Church. But it is also evidence of 
the broadening and deepening effect of the 


cecumenical movement on Anglican thought 


in relation to the ministry. Much that is said. 
about the minister’s vocation, the type of 
man required for the modern ministry, the 


pastoral relationship of parson and people 


which has been one of the glories of the Eng- 


lish Church, applies equally to all British 
Churches, and might well be heeded by. 


Churches everywhere. 

This article is an imperfect attempt to 
present something of the life and experience 
of the British Churches as they have come 


through the years of war. I cannot close it 


without a word of admiration for the 
“ordinary people” of the British Churches 


who, humanly speaking, have maintained 
Church life during these years of testing. We- 


gird at and criticize the rank and file so often. 
Let us now salute them. They have prayed 


and worshipped, given and sacrificed, in face 


of disaster and in the midst of death. I think 
in particular of their magnificent giving to 
“foreign missions.” Every great British 
missionary society has a tale of glory to tell 


of the devotion and care of those who within - 


the Churches (though small in number) have 
believed that Christ and His Church are for 
the whole world and have provided the 
resources for that witness without falter. 
It is that story as much as anything in the 
war-time experience of Britain that gives me 
personal hope for the future and the part the 
British Churches will play in it. 


(Concluded) 


THE STORY OF FRENCH CHRISTIAN 
RESISTANCE 


An address by Pastor Charles Westphal on 
Radio Alpes-Grenoble (September 3rd, 
1944), gives a vivid account of French Chris- 
tian Resistance to Hitlerism. 

It is with profound thankfulness and 
great emotion that I am speaking here 
to-night, following the testimony of Father 
Aubré with that of a French Protestant, 


The 
Cat 


sistance Movement spurred on the 
Catholic and Protestant Christians to re- 
discover that which wnites them beyond the 
_ power of all that seeks to divide them, and 
that is the common will to obey our one and 
absolute Lord, our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
rules over the nations as He does over 
individuals. 

The Resistance took on two different 
forms: on the one hand there was the 
political and military Resistance which was 
resolved to prevent the country from being 
enslaved and to resist with all possible means 
the claims of the tyrant who sought to make 
all Europe his vassals. After the Armistice 
of 1940 this Resistance Movement could-only 
carry on its activities in secret. It is too early 
to reveal what it was found possible to 
accomplish in this sphere. We shall only 
be able to tell that when the whole of France 
has been liberated, and then it will fall to one 
of our brave “Maquis Pastors’ to tell the 
story. 

The other form of the Resistance was 
spiritual and began long before the war. 
From 1933 onwards Karl Barth, that great 
theologian who exercises such a_ great 
influence on Protestants throughout the 
world because he has brought them a new 

understanding of the eternal and contem- 

porary significance of the Reformation, took 
up the fight of the ‘‘Confessional Church” in 

Germany at the same time as some high- 

ranking Catholic priests by declaring the 

Hitlerite myth of blood, soil and race to be a 

new form of paganism and reminding the 

Church that, in obedience to its own creed, 

it must go its own way. We followed the 

course of this struggle, which did not lack 
its martyrs, with passionate sympathy, and 
it was reflected in our Protestant press, 
particularly in the review Foi et Vie, which 
published its most important documents. 
This struggle prepared us for what was to 
come, and when on the outbreak of war Pas- 
tor Pierre Maury, himself called up, handed 
the editorship of Foi et Vie over to me, my 
_ first action—and I say this because it is typ- 
_ical—was to ask our prophet-theologian to 
write a “Letter to the Protestants of France.” 
This letter appeared in Foi et Vie and was 
reproduced in the review Esprit. It drew our 


attention to the spiritual significance of the - 


war which had just begun, to its meaning for 
the whole world, and in it we read the 
- following: 

“The Church cannot remain indifferent 
and ‘neutral’ when Right is in question, when 
an attempt is being made to set up a paltry 

scrap of human justice in the face of an in- 
_ justice which overflows its banks and cries 
aloud for redress. When it is a question of 
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this the Church cannot withhold its testi- 
mony that it is God’s command that this 
should happen on earth, that it is God who 
has set up a government for this purpose and 
placed the sword in its hand, and that the 
government which seeks to protect Right, in 
spite of all the other errors of which it may 
be guilty, thereby legitimizes itself as a gen- 
uine Government and is therefore entitled 
to claim obedience from every man.” 

Thus Resistance to Hitlerism had this 
double sense—it was service in the cause of 
Right.and bound the Church to remain loyal 
to the mission entrusted to it. For us this 
service in the cause of Right was taken for 
granted. If I may venture to use this ex- 
oression, the Protestant population has up- 
rightness in its blood. But as regards the 
loyalty of the Church, it took all these years 
of suffering and debasement to bring us to a 
recognition of all its demands and their full 
bearing. Nor was this all. In the bewilder- 
ment which followed the Armistice there was 
among us, as among all Frenchmen, much 
hesitation and much cowardice. But in the 
summer of 1941 the Protestant Youth Coun- 
cil published an extremely plain and definite 


statement of its attitude towards the totali- 


tarian ideologies which were springing up. 


From that time it conducted an energetic 


struggle against the temptations of a “uni- 
form youth” 
A.C.J.F. (Christian Association of French 
Youth) and the French Boy Scouts. We 
were the first to refuse to recognize the 
Government’s regulations concerning the ex- 
clusion of aliens and Jews from our youth 
organizations. Our ecclesiastical authorities — 
for their part did not hesitate to act, and I — 
am sure that I speak in the name of the ~ 
Protestants of France when I pay tribute to 
the dignity and the courageous and steadfast 
resolution with which the President of the 
Fédération Protestante de France repeatedly - 
presented himself before our political author- 
ities and laid numerous suggestions before — 
them. In May, 1942, the National Synod of 
the Reformed Churches of France issued a 
message to be read from the pulpit in the © 
churches. This included the following pas- — 
sage :— int 

“The Church has been commanded by God 
to resist the attack of every doctrine and — 
every ideology, every threat and every 
promise which seeks to assail the mes- — 
sage of the Bible, both Old and New Testa- — 
ments. It must proclaim the absolute lord- | 
ship of God, who creates His own people for 
Himself by calling to Him men from every — 
race, every nation and of every language, in 
spite of the rights and privileges to which ~ 


men may deem themselves to have a claim. = 


in collaboration with the — 


It knows that all men are aaual equal i in per 
dition and equal in salvation, and that God’s 
-. justice demands that every man ‘shall be 
4 respected.” 


of the Fédération Protestante, took similar 
steps in Paris to those taken by Pastor Boeg- 
ner in Vichy, and wrote to the Pastors of 
the northern zone :— 

“The CGicumenic Conference of 1987 ac- 
knowledged that all men are God’s property. 
For this reason Christians should not despise 
any race or any branch of a race. All races 
are the objects of God’s protection in an 
equal degree. Racial pride, racial hatred, the 
persecution and extermination of other races 
are all manifestations of human sin. God de- 
mands of the Church that it should express 
itself clearly on this matter.” 

When the terrible persecution of the Jews, 
first in Paris and then in the provinces, 
finally began in August, 1942, there was a 
real uprising of consciences and we joined 
our endeavours to those of our Catholic 
brothers to protect the victims of Hitlerism 
in every possible way. In the years that fol- 
lowed it became necessary to protest against 
the lie of the so-called “‘reléve” (conscription 
for labour service) and to protect young 
Frenchmen. In this struggle the Protestants 
acted as one man. They were supported and 
encouraged by the “Cimade,” an organiza- 
tion set up by our youth movements for 
social. services to help all victims of perse- 
cution, and by most of our pastors, who by 

_ their preaching as well as by their deeds 
contributed to the creation of: an atmosphere 
of ever more: courageous and ever more 
effective spiritual resistance in France. 
Unfortunately some of them paid dearly. 
There were martyrs of the open as well as of 
the secret Resistance. 

But all this, I must confess, is little com- 
pared with the extraordinary courage dis- 
played by certain Reformed and Lutheran 
Churches in other occupied countries. It is 
impossible to speak about this now, but one 
day people will learn that in certain countries 
the Church. proved itself to be the only op- 
ponent whom Hitlerism was unable to over- 
come, and the reason why it could not do so 
was that the Church is not a human com- 
munity only. May the Lord, who has pro- 
tected it so miraculously through this ordeal, 
grant that it may remain loyal to the order 
of justice which He desires for this world. 
That is our prayer, and that is our respon- 
sibility as Christians in the State. United 

yesterday by suffering, may we be so to- 
_ morrow by the tasks of reconstructing a 

- world—a more brotherly one, we hope—in 

which the Church will carry out its allotted 
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that is at stake. 


its people. are waiting. 


A MESSAGE FROM THE : 
PROTESTANT CHURCH OF FRANCE 


On October 22nd, the following call to the 
faithful was read from the pulpits in the 
Protestant churches throughout France :— 

“The Conseil National de l’Eglise Réformée 
de France, which has reassembled for the 
first time in liberated Paris, having received 
the reports of the Regional Presidents on the 
situation of our Churches, and having first — 
prayed to God for guidance, feels itself im- © 
pelled to send a message of gratitude and © 
love to the congregations. 
- “We render thanks to the Lord of Peopies — 
for the miraculous liberation, three-quarters — 
complete, of our country. We thank Him 
who confers its power on all legal authority — 
for the re-establishment in Paris of a govern- © 
ment fulfilling the most profound desires of | 
the nation. Sensible of our own weakness 
and inadequacy, we thank the Lord of the © 
Church for the comfort, the strength and the 
faith with which He strengthened us in our ~ 
ordeal. On behalf of our brethren who are 
prisoners or have been deported we pray 
with fervent anxiety and care that God may 
watch over them in their cruel and perilous 
exile and may soon bring them back again so 
that we can surround them with our love. 

“Great hopes swell our prayer of inter- 
cession for all those who are still called upon 
to take part in the struggle-for the indepen- — 
dence of France and the liberation of Europe 
at the side of the Allied armies. And we pray 
to the Almighty that He will to-day grant — 
us the grace of loyal endurance, for it is the ~ 
reconstruction of France, the institution of — 
world peace and the revival of the Church $ 


“God grant us that every man may play his 
allotted part and take his full share of respon- 
sibility in the congregation, the family, his 
profession and the administration of the 
community. May God help us all to be fellow- 
workers in the cause of a freedom which has 
His blessing and of brotherly justice, and to 
give ever increasing proof that we are wit- — 
nesses of Jesus Christ, in whose name alone _ 
mankind can find salvation. Finally, may 
God grant to our Reformed Church that it 
may be, in accordance with His will and His ~ 
promise, in its ministration, its faithful obe- 
dience and its community with the Una ~ 
Sancta, that unity which proclaims and gives } 
living form to that final reconciliation of — 
mankind in the Kingdom of God for. re 
it is waiting.” a | 


